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CONPIDENTIAL CAIRO 13093 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPREGCG 

SUBJECT: BRIEFING OF GOE OFPICIALS ON ZAIRE DEVELOPMENTS 

REFS: (A) STATE 123864, (B) STATE 124005, (C) STATE 
125192, (D) CAIRO 1 3009 

SUMMARY: ON BASIS REPTELS, AMBASSADOR AND EMBOFPS 
BRIEPED SADAT AND MPA ON SHABA INVASION. MPA OPPICIAL 
REMAINS PESSIMISTIC THAT PAZ CAN REACT EPPECTIVELY AND 
DISCOUNTS OAU ROLE. SOVIET HAND SEEN BEHIND SIMULTANEOUS 
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TIMING OF SHABA INVASION AND LAUNCHING OF OFFENSIVE IN 
ERITREA. SADAT NOT ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT GOE DIRECT AS- 
SISTANCE BUT, ON BASIS OP DIRECT CONTACTS, BELIEVES KING 
HASSAN AND SAUDIS MIGHT PROVIDE EQUIPMENT. SADAT APPEARED 
PED UP WITH MOBUTU. GOE OPPICIALS, AS WELL AS MOST 
NON-COMMUNIST MEMBERS DIPLOMATIC CORPS, UNANIMOUS IN 
BELIEVING THAT SHABA INVASION ONE MORE LINK IN SOVIET 
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CHAIN THROUGHOUT AFRICA THAT U.S. MUST TAKE LEAD IN 
BREAKING. END SUMMARY. 

1 . EMBOFFS BRIEFED MFA AFRICAN DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR AHMED 
SIDQI ON CONTENTS OF REFS A, B, AND C, MAY 17 AND 
REQUESTED THAT HE PASS INFO ON SOONEST TO EONMIN 

KAMEL IN RESPONSE TO KAMEL'S REQUEST TO AMBASSADOR 
(REF D). 

2. IN RESPONSE, SIDQI REITERATED HIS PESSIMISM, NOTING 
THAT FAZ AIRDROP INTO KOLWEZI UNLIKELY TO SUCCEED 

DUE TO LOW FAZ MORALE AETER RECENT PURGES. NOTING THAT 
U.S. 82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION STANDING BY TO EVACUATE 
CIVILIANS FROM KOLWEZI AREA IF NECESSARY, SIDQI OPINED 
THAT WHAT WAS NEEDED TO SAVE MOBUTU WAS REAL AIRDROP 
BY COMBINED U.S.-FRENCH-BELGIAN PARATROOPERS TO SEIZE 
KOLWEZI AND BLUNT KATANGAN DRIVE. SIDQI DISMISSED ANY 
OAU ACTION TO FACE ZAIRE SITUATION AS "IMPOSSIBLE.": 

"DON'T EVEN BOTHER TO ASK WHETHER OAU CAPABLE OF DEALING 
WITH SITUATION." 

3. SOVIET HAND. SIDQI BELIEVES THAT VIRTUALLY SIMUL- 
TANIOUS ATTACK ON SHABA AND BEGINNING OF ETHIOPIAN 
OFFENSIVE IN ERITREA NO COINCIDENCE, BUT PLANNED IN 
MOSCOW. 
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4. AMBASSADOR ALSO TOOK OCCASION OF CALL MAY 17 TO 
BRIEF PRESIDENT SADAT ON LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN SHABA. 
SADAT SAID THAT IT WAS CLEAR FROM ZAIRE AMBASSADOR'S 
CALL ON FONMIN KAMEL YESTERDAY THAT ZAIRIAN GOVERNMENT 
SEEMED TO KNOW LITTLE OF WHAT WAS GOING ON. IT HAD MADE 
NO REQUEST FOR TANGIBLE ASSISTANCE FROM EGYPT. SADAT 
WAS, IN ANY CASE, NOT ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT ANY DIRECT 
ASSISTANCE FROM GOE, RECALLING THAT LAST YEAR EGYPTIAN 
PILOTS HE HAD SENT HAD SPENT MOST OF THEIR TIME IN HOTEL. 

GOE HAS RECENTLY BEEN IN TOUCH WITH KING HASSAN AND, WHIL8 
HE PREOCCUPIED WITH SAHARA AND CANNOT HELP WITH TROOPS, 
HE MAY BE ABLE TO SUPPLY SOME EQUIPMENT. GOE HAS ALSO 
BEEN IN TOUCH WITH SAUDIS THROUGH VP MUBARAK. PRINCE 
TURKI IBN FAISAL MEETING WITH KING HASSAN TODAY, MAY 17, 

ON SITUATION. SADAT UNDERSTOOD SAUDIS MAY ALSO BE ABLE 
TO PROVIDE SOME EQUIPMENT. UNEXPECTEDLY, SADAT DID NOT 
SAY "I TOLD YOU SO" AND LEFT IMPRESSION THAT HE IS 
SOMEWHAT FED UP WITH MOBUTU. 

5. COMMENT: SIDQI PREDICTABLY SEIZED OPPORTUNITY TO 
AGAIN URGE DECISIVE USG ACTION TO COUNTER SOVIET-INSPIRED 
ACTION IN ZAIRE. DESPITE FACT THAT SIDQI HAS ALL ALONG 
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BEEN MOST ELOQUENT ADVOCATE OE HEIGHTENED U.S. PROFILE 
IN AFRICA, CAIRO DIPLOMATIC CORPS (EXCLUDING COMMUNISTS) 

AND OTHER GOE OEEICIALS UNANIMOUS ON SAME THEME: UNLESS 
USG DECISIVELY ACTS IN ZAIRE TO STEM WHAT IS PATENTLY 
SOVIET-INSPIRED AND CUBAN-DIRECTED ATTEMPT TO BRING DOWN 
MOBUTU, ERIENDS OP U.S. ELSEWHERE IN APRICA WILL 
BE POWERLESS TO ACT TO STEM SOVIET DRIVE IN ZAIRE, 

IN ETHIOPIA, IN CHAD, AND, EVENTUALLY, IN ZIMBABWE. THESE 
COMMENTS OPTEN MADE "MORE IN SORROW THAN IN ANGER" BUT 
ARE BECOMING VERY WIDESPREAD IN CAIRO. PIETS 
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